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AIR QUALITY INDEX



SENSITIVE GROUPS

• Patients more likely to be affected by particle pollution 
exposure:

• People with heart or lung diseases
• People with diabetes
• Older adults
• Children 





COVID AND POOR AIR QUALITY

• Outside is safer than inside
• Ventilation with outside air is protective
• Recirculated air may spread COVID
• N95 masks are protective
• MERV 13 air filters are protective

• COVID-19 • POOR AIR QUALITY

• Inside is safer than outside
• Ventilation with outside air may 

be hazardous
• Recirculated air decreases 

wildfire smoke
• N95 masks are protective
• MERV 13 air filters are 

protective



AIR QUALITY AND SCHOOL DISMISSAL 
DECISIONS
• Not solely based on air quality index
• Depends on HVAC system
• Depends on age and design of building structures 
• Depends on staffing considerations
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