Public charge, or the “public charge test,” refers to an assessment that immigration officers will
make when deciding certain immigration applications (see below for information on the applications
where public charge applies). As part of the assessment, the immigration officer will look at an
applicant’s age, health, income, etc. to determine whether the applicant seems likely to become
primarily dependent on the government for support in the future.

If the officer decides that the applicant will need to rely on government support in the future, their
immigration application can be denied for public charge.

NOTE: PUBLIC CHARGE IS NOT AWAY FOR ICE TO FIND OR DEPORT PEOPLE. SIMPLY USING
GOVERNMENT BENEFITS AND PROGRAMS DOES NOT TRIGGER IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT
AGAINST YOUR FAMILY.

PROGRAMS SAFE TO USE What

Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)

Women, Infant and Children (WIC) pUinc Charge

Medi-Cal (except for long-term institutionalization

Free and r(educgd Schoo?meals ! Is NOT

CalFresh (Food Benefits, formerly known as food stamps) .

Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) o Public charge does not apply
Head Start to all immigrants.
Unemployment e Public charge is not a way for
Social Security retirement ICE to find or deport people.

Worker’'s compensation

Simply usin overnment
Tax credits, like EITC Py 99

. . benefits and programs does
gg;'sdt_;?rve?i(;?cme not trigger immigration
Food pantries enforcement against your

Section 8 housing and other housing programs family.
Federal financial aid for college
Many more-consult with a trusted immigration legal representative

PROGRAMS AFFECTED - MOST COMMON

Only 2 kinds of public benefits are considered in the public charge test:
o Cash assistance programs that provide on-going payments, such as Social Security Income,
CalWORKS, Cash Assistance Programs for Immigrants (CAPI) and General Assistance
e Long-term institutional care assistance, like a nursing home at government expense

This is general information. It is not legal advice. Immigration law can be complex, and generally can have exceptions, so you should
consult with a licensed attorney or a Department of Justice accredited representative to discuss your individual circumstances.
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La carga publica, o la prueba de carga publica, se refiere a una evaluacion que los oficiales de
inmigracion realizan al tomar decisiones sobre ciertas solicitudes de inmigracion. Como parte de la
evaluacion, el oficial de inmigracion analizara la edad, salud, ingresos, educacion y/o habilidades, y la
situacion familiar del solicitante para determinar si es probable que el solicitante dependa
principalmente del gobierno para su apoyo en el futuro.

EL USO DE BENEFICIOS NO TE HARA AUTOMATICAMENTE UNA CARGA PUBLICA

PROGRAMAS NO AFECTADOS

e Programa de Seguro de Salud Infantil (CHIP)
e Mujeres, Infantes y Nifos (WIC)
e Medi-Cal (excepto por institucionalizacion a largo plazo) Lo que No es

e Comidas escolares gratuitas y a precio reducido carga pablica

e CalFresh (Beneficios de alimentos, antes conocido como

estampillas de comida) e La carga publica no aplica
e P-EBT (pandemic EBT) para todos los inmigrantes.
e Head Start e La carga publica no es una
e Desempleo forma de que ICE encuentre o
e Jubilacion del Seguro Social deporte a personas.
e Compensacion laboral Simplemente usar beneficios
e Creditos fiscales, como el EITC y programas
e Vacuna contra el Covid-19 gubernamentales no activa la
¢ Ayuda en caso de desastre aplicacion de la ley de
» Bancos de alimentos inmigracion contra tu familia.

e Vivienda Seccion 8 y otros programas de vivienda

e Ayuda financiera federal para la universidad

e Muchos mas, consulta con un representante legal de
inmigracion de confianza

PROGRAMAS AFECTADOS - LOS MAS COMUNES

Solo se consideran 2 tipos de beneficios publicos en la prueba de carga publica:
e Programas de asistencia en efectivo que proporcionan pagos continuos, como el Ingreso de Seguridad
Social, CalWORKs, Programa de Asistencia Monetaria para Inmigrantes (CAPI) y Asistencia General

e Atencion institucional a largo plazo, como un hogar de ancianos a cargo del gobierno

Esta es informacion general. No es asesoramiento legal. La ley de inmigracion puede ser compleja y, generalmente, puede
tener excepciones, por lo que debes consultar con un abogado autorizado o un representante acreditado por el
Departamento de Justicia para discutir tu situacion individual.

CONECTATE CON UN MENSAJERO DE CONFIANZA.
Si tienes PREGUNTAS, llama a: Napa Valley Together Resource Line 707-738-3345

Visita napavalleytogether.org o esscanea cédigo QR.
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